
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BESTMUN’19 

GA3:SOCHUM 

STUDY GUIDE 



 

2 

Table of Contents 

 

 Letter From the Secretary-General       3 

 Letter From the Under-Secretary-General      4 

A. Topic to be Discussed and General Overview    5 

B. Introduction of the Committee       7 

C. History of Refugee and Migrant Crisis      8 

a. Second World War and Post-War Years    8 

b. Decolonization, Cold War and post- Cold War period  9 

c. Refugee Crisis in 21st Century      11 

D. Political and Social Stance of the Key Terms     13 

E. Related Organizations         23 

F. Rights of Migrants        28 

G. Key Human Rights at Risk       34 

H. Refugee/IDP Camps        35 

I. Human Trafficking        36 

J. Addressing the Human Rights Situation of the Refugees and IDPs 37 

K. Minimum Standards of Treatment for Refugees    37 

L. Refugee Crisis         39 

M. Issue of Integration        43 

N. Demographics and Statistics       43 

O. Questions to be Answered       46 

P. Further Reading         47 

 

  

 

 

 



 

3 

Letter From the Secretary-General 

 

Esteemed Participants, 

 

 My name is Asmin Nupel AKINCI and I am more than honored to serve as the 

Secretary-General for the inaugural session of Beştepe Schools Model United Nations 2019. 

I would like to welcome you to our family on behalf of our Director-General İl Deniz Ezgi 

Bayca and every member of the Academic and Organization teams. 

 

         Throughout the making of BESTMUN, our aim was to provide all participants with an 

exceptional, high-class experience and give them a different perspective on the current 

issues of the world around them. We envision our participants to become future diplomats in 

virtue of the knowledge and negotiation skills BESTMUN will contribute to them. I can assure 

you that both our organization and academic teams are working tirelessly in order for you to 

have an excellent conference.  

 

 The Third Committee of the General Assembly will discuss Promoting Efforts to 

Eliminate Human Rights Violations Against Migrants, Migrant Workers and Their Families as 

it is a crucial topic in our world today. The contents of this study guide have been prepared 

by my dear friend and the Under-Secretary General for SOCHUM, Beril Anıl. I would like to 

express my utmost gratitude for the amazing work she has done for our conference thus far. 

It is always a pleasure working with her and I admire her dedication. To talk about the 

Academic Assistant of the committee, Nazlı Senay Özbilge, I can proudly say that she is one 

of the most ambitious, hardworking and dedicated people I have ever seen. I am thankful for 

having them both in my Academic team. 

 

 I advise all the participants to be well-prepared for the conference and study their 

guides very well. Do not forget that our academic and organization teams are always ready 

to assist you before, during and after the conference. Should you have any questions, 

please do not refrain from asking. I cannot wait to meet all of you at the conference. We will 

most certainly make sure that you experience the best. I wish you all luck and success. 

 

 

Asmin Nupel Akıncı 

Secretary-General of BESTMUN’19 
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Letter From the Under-Secretary-General 

 

Dear delegates of SOCHUM,  

 

My name is Beril Anıl and I study at Ankara Atatürk High School. It is a pleasure for 

me to serve as the Under Secretary General of Social, Humanitarian and Cultural committee 

of Beştepe Schools Model United Nations Conference. 

 

The delegates of SOCHUM are going to discuss one crucial topic; “Promoting Efforts 

to Eliminate Human Rights Violations Against Migrants, Migrant Workers and Their Families” 

which is a problem concerning the international community, “Prevention of Child Abuse in  

Developing Countries and the Protection of Child Victims. Many of the states had refugee 

problems in the past and some of them still try to minimize the negative side of refugee crisis. 

While international organizations try to come up with long term and efficient solutions many 

people who had to flee from their homes they try to survive and continue their life in the best 

way that they can. Our delegates are expected to come up with a real solution which we will 

be proud to send it to United Nations Headquarters. The delegates are also expected to 

evaluate and address the issues with the awareness of representing a diplomat. Personally 

speaking, MUN became the first place that I’ve learnt how to make a research apart from my 

study guides and when I deepened my researches I always succeeded the things I wanted. I 

highly suggest you to deepen your researches as well in order to contribute yourselves and 

understand the topic better.  

 

In the interest of brevity (so that you can make your researches on topic) hence I want 

to express my sincere gratitude to my dear friend and the Secretary-General Asmin Nupel 

Akıncı for giving me the opportunity to work with this amazing team once again and also lovely 

Deputy-Secretary-General Uğur Ozan Baygeldi.  I also want to thank my assistant Nazlı Senay 

Özbilge for helping me through the way. 

 

 

If you would have any inquiries or questions, please feel free to contact me via 

berilanil@outlook.com.  

 

Best Regards, 

 

Beril Anıl  

Under Secretary-General of SOCHUM 

mailto:berilanil@outlook.com
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Agenda Item: Promoting Efforts to Eliminate Human Rights Violations Against 

Migrants, Migrant Workers and Their Families   

 

“Once a person becomes a refugee, they are likely to remain a refugee for many years. 

Many will be displaced for nearly two decades. It is a life in limbo.”  

 

A. Topic to be Discussed and General Overview:  

a. The problem of the world's refugees and internally displaced is among the 

most complicated issues before the world community today. Much discussion 

is taking, place at the United Nations as it continues to search for more 

effective ways to protect and assist these particularly vulnerable groups Since 

its creation, the United Nations has worked to protect refugees around the 

world In 1951, the year in which the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established, there were an 

estimated 1 million refugees within UNHCR's mandate. There is a clear 

relationship between the refugee problem and the issue of human rights 

Violations of human rights are not only among the major causes of mass 

exoduses but also rule out the option of voluntary repatriation for as long as 

they persist. Violations of rights of minorities and ethnic conflicts are 

increasingly at the source of both mass exoduses and internal displacements. 

The human rights programme of the United Nations deals with the rights of 

individuals in the territory of States Modern technology has also brought 

about the development of weapons of mass destruction. As a result, violence 

has become the greatest factor in instigating involuntary departures from 

homelands Two World Wars, and some 130 armed conflicts since 1945 have 

given rise to millions of mass displacements and exoduses in the world.1 

                                                
1 Fact Sheet No20, Human Rights and Refugees Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Doi: https://wwwohchrorg/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20enpdf  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20en.pdf
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b. While migration is a positive and empowering experience for many, it is 

increasingly clear that a lack of human rights-based migration governance at 

the global, regional and national levels is leading to the routine violation of 

migrants’ rights in transit, at international borders, and in the countries they 

migrate to. While migrants are not inherently vulnerable, they can be 

vulnerable to human rights violations. Migrants in an irregular situation tend to 

be disproportionately vulnerable to discrimination, exploitation and 

marginalization, often living and working in the shadows, afraid to complain, 

and denied their human rights and fundamental freedoms. Human rights 

violations against migrants can include a denial of civil and political rights 

such as arbitrary detention, torture, or a lack of due process, as well as 

economic, social and cultural rights such as the rights to health, housing or 

education. The denial of migrants’ rights is often closely linked to 

discriminatory laws and to deep-seated attitudes of prejudice or xenophobia.2 

c. More than one million refugees, who are at particular risk of violence, have 

special medical needs, or for other reasons are particularly vulnerable, 

urgently need to be permanently  . And yet, rich countries massively dropped 

resettlement places from 2016 to 2017. As a result, 54% less cases were 

submitted for resettlement by the UNHCR. 3 

d. The international community has now recognized that human rights violations 

are a major cause of mass exoduses While efforts continue to remedy the 

problem at its source, attention is turning to the difficulties that asylum-

seekers encounter after they leave their countries of origin Three 47issues 

are giving rise to concern The first is the disturbing tendency to close doors to 

                                                
2 “Migration and Human Rights.” OHCHR, 

www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/pages/migrationandhumanrightsindex.aspx.  
3 “Global Facts and Figures about Refugees.” Amnesty International, 

www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/global-refugee-

crisis-statistics-and-facts/.  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/03/why-does-refugee-resettlement-change-lives/
http://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/pages/migrationandhumanrightsindex.aspx
http://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/global-refugee-crisis-statistics-and-facts/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/global-refugee-crisis-statistics-and-facts/
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asylum-seekers The second relates to violations of the minimum rights of 

asylum-seekers during the process of applying for asylum and also after 

refugee status has been granted Intolerance, racism, xenophobia, 

aggression, national and ethnic tensions and conflicts are on the rise in many 

places and affect many groups, in particular asylum-seekers and refugees 

The third issue is the persistence of human rights violations in countries of 

origin and the need to address those violations before refugees can be 

voluntarily repatriated.4 

B. Introduction of the Committee: The General Assembly (GA), the main policy-

making organ of the United Nations and which represents all 193 member states, 

was established in 1945, under the Charter of the United Nations.5 In 1946, during 

the first session of the General Assembly, the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 

Committee (1946) was founded.6 As its name would suggest, the committee has 

been, since its inception, committed to addressing social, humanitarian, and cultural 

concerns throughout the world. Like other committees in the General Assembly, 

SOCHUM does not pass binding resolutions (meaning it cannot enforce the 

resolutions it implements) but instead it makes careful, comprehensive 

recommendations through non-binding resolutions. One key characteristic of the 

General Assembly that differentiates it from the other organs of the United Nations is 

that all 193 member states are included, and each receive simply one vote, 

irrespective of population, development, or international stature.7 In 1948, just two 

years after its inception, SOCHUM would execute one of the most important acts in 

                                                
4 Fact Sheet No20, Human Rights and Refugees Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Doi: https://wwwohchrorg/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20enpdf  
5 “United Nations, Main Body, Main Organs, General Assembly.” United Nations, United 

Nations, www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml.  
6 “United Nations, Third Committee, Social, Humanitarian, Cultural, Main Body, Main 

Organs, General Assembly.” United Nations, United Nations, 

www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml.  
7 “United Nations, Main Body, Main Organs, General Assembly.” United Nations, United 

Nations, www.un.org/en/ga/about/index.shtml.  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/index.shtml
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the history of the United Nations. Spurred by the tragedies of World War II and in an 

effort to protect the rights of people throughout the world, SOCHUM adopted the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Because it address issues in the social, 

cultural, and humanitarian spheres, SOCHUM tackles an immense variety of issues, 

ranging from criminal justice to the protection of refugees, to issues of self-

determination, to the safeguarding of women’s rights.8 

C. History of Refugee and Migrant Crisis 

a. Second World War and Post-War Years: Forced displacement, mass 

evacuation, deportation of people, expulsion and subsequent genocides, 

ethnic cleansing, human rights violations and targeted civilian killings were 

the reasons behind the displacement of around 40 million people in Europe. 

As the aftermath of Generalplan Ost (GPO) in Poland, the Nazis plan for the 

genocide and ethnic cleansing, millions of Poles were expelled. In the early 

40s, it is estimated that around 1.5 million Poles were deported by Soviets in 

four mass waves. Soviet Union also deported the Volga Germans, 

Lithuanians, Estonians, Latvians, Ingrian Finns, Crimean Tatars, Kalmyks, 

Chechens, Ingush, Balkars, Karachays, and Meskhetian Turks (1940-44). 

Serbian genocide, Kosovo & Metohija ethnic cleansing, Istrian-Dalmatian 

exodus, Continuation War, Lapland War and massacres in Backa (ethnic 

cleansing of Hungarians) were some of the occasions when the people of 

Europe experienced the nightmare scenario. “The refugee crisis created 

across formerly occupied territories in World War II provided the context for 

much of the new international refugee and global human rights architecture 

existing today”. Even though the World War ended in 1945, the conflicts and 

violations continued which resulted in more displacement of people. The 

                                                
8 “United Nations, Third Committee, Social, Humanitarian, Cultural, Main Body, Main 

Organs, General Assembly.” United Nations, United Nations, 

www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml
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independence of India which coincided with the partition of the “Raj” into two 

nations displaced 14 million Indians and Pakistanis in 1947. The formation of 

a Jewish state after a bloodshed war in Palestine led to an exodus of 750,000 

people to nearby West Bank, Gaza Strip, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon between 

1948 and 1950. The Palestinian Issue is not yet solved and a separate 

agency, UNRWA, was set up to aid and assist them. The West Asia, one of 

the most politically unstable regions in the world where every forms of 

violations and violence exists now. The Palestinian Exodus and the ensuing 

Arab- Israel conflicts and other civil conflicts cause unrest in the West Asian 

region. During the Chinese Cultural Revolution, 385,000 political dissidents 

took flight from China to Hong Kong in the early 50s. In 1954-56 periods, 

Roman Catholics, nearly 1 million, went to South of Vietnam following the 

formation of Communist Government in North Vietnam. The years between 

1945 and 1960 the aforementioned disarticulations occurred around the 

world.9 

b. Decolonization, Cold War and post- Cold War period: The latter half of 

20th century began with decolonization movements in Asia and Africa. “Wars 

of independence and the civil conflict that followed sent millions flooding out 

of Algeria, Congo, Angola, Nigeria and others into neighboring countries, and 

newly minted military regimes often uprooted ethnic communities even after 

peace was restored”. The Algerian War of Independence (1960), Belgian-

supported Hutu coup d’état in Rwanda (early 60s), Biafran War in Nigeria 

(1967), Somali invasion of Ethiopia (1977-79), Ethiopian invasion of Eritrea 

(1978-84), the rebellion against white nationalist rule in Rhodesia (1979), Civil 

                                                
9S, Gokul K. “A Brief History of Global Refugee Crisis: From Origins to Contemporary 

Scenario – Countercurrents.” Countercurrents, Countercurrents.org, 29 July 2018, 

countercurrents.org/2018/07/29/a-brief-history-of-global-refugee-crisis-from-origins-to-

contemporary-scenario/.  
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War in Mozambique (1976-92) and the Rwandan genocide (1994) made the 

continent a perpetually volatile with massacres, targeted civilian killings, 

militant attacks, genocides and ethnic conflicts. These violent and bloodshed 

conflicts often displaced people continuously from one place to other. The 8 

year period between 1981 and 1989 was of Civil Wars in Central America 

which displaced 2 million people from Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala 

to Honduras, Belize Costa Rica and Mexico. South East Asia has also 

experienced civil wars and conflicts. Major among them was the Vietnam War 

which displaced 2.7 million Vietnamese from the South to North who were 

fighting the war (1965-72). Following this 800,000 Vietnamese from Vietnam 

went to Hong Kong, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia in the post-war 

decades (1975-95). The role of U.S in Vietnam was criticized globally. Civil 

Wars in Laos (1976) and Cambodia (1976-85) and the Burmese expulsion of 

Rohingyas from 1978 (still an issue in Arakan regions) were other episodes of 

massive displacements in the sub-region. Bangladesh War of Independence 

in 1971, liberation from Pakistan with the help of India, thousands of people 

from the then East Bengal fled to India (approximately 10 million). The Six 

Days War or the Arab-Israeli war in 1967 further created 300,000 Palestinian 

refugees who find refuge in nearby countries. The Black September (1970) 

conflict in Jordan and the Gulf War (1991) became the reasons for other 

refugee crises in West Asia. Iran- Iraq war in the 1980s displaced 600,000 

people from Iraq to Iran and the Iraqi suppression of rebel movement 

displaced 1.82 million, including Iraqis and Kurds, in 1991. After Korea and 

Vietnam, Afghanistan was the arena for Cold War-proxy wars. The Soviet 

invasion of Afghanistan created one of the biggest refugee crises in the 

history. The mayhem that began in 1979 displaced 6.3 million people so far. 

Indonesian suppression of East Timor in late 1990s, the secessionist fighting 

in Georgia (1989-93), Serbian revocation of Kosovo’s independent status 
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(1989-99), conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh 

(1990), war of independence and subsequent ethnic cleansing in Croatia 

(1991), Civil War in Tajikistan (1992), Chechen declaration of independence 

and the Russian suppression of independence movement (1991-94), and 

conflict following the breakup of Yugoslavia in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(1994-95) were some of the other events in the 20th century that made the 

ordinary civilian life miserable and were compelled to leave their homeland. 

c. Refugee Crisis in 21st Century: The century started with a decline in the 

global displacement levels in the early 2000s. But the U.S invasion of Iraq in 

2003, called Operation Iraqi freedom, shattered the dream of perpetual peace 

and end of forced displacement disasters. The massive displacement of 1.9 

million Iraqis in second Persian Gulf War (2003-11) and the non-state actors 

led violence which followed the war created an atmosphere of terror in Iraq. 

The political game of U.S, “global war on terror”, and the interventions in 

domestic politics of many countries in the region gave rise to militant activities 

and violence. The region became a battleground for state and non-state 

actors to fight. The instability of the region made civilian life dreadful and 

terrible. At present, there are 3.3 million Iraqis displaced. Syria was an asylum 

for many of the refugees from Palestine, Iraq and other countries. It was the 

largest refugee hosting country in the first decade of this century. The clouds 

of misery appeared in the sky of Syria. The Arab Spring made a significant 

influence on in Syrians. The peaceful demonstration against the regime was 

the beginning of the biggest refugee crisis since the Second World War. “After 

war erupted in March 2011, it took two years for 1 million people to be 

displaced. Another million were displaced within six months. Now seven years 

on, more than half of the pre-war population has been internally displaced or 

forced to seek safety in neighboring countries. That’s more than 11 million 

people on the run, including some 6.3 million people who have escaped 
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across the borders” (Mercy Corps). “As of the end of 2017, there were 12.6 

million forcibly displaced Syrians, comprising around 6.3 million refugees, 

146,700 asylum-seekers, and 6.2 million IDPs”, says the UNHCR. In South 

America, especially in Colombia, the long running fight between the rebel 

forces and the government made the country the second-largest displaced 

population with 7.9 million victims of conflict; the majority of them were IDPs 

(7.7 million). The military regime’s persecution of ethnic minorities, Rohingya, 

in Myanmar which according to UN the textbook example of “ethnic 

cleansing”, led to a flow of refugees to nearby countries, Bangladesh in 

particular. Rohingya population is stateless people because of the citizenship 

law of Myanmar which denies the right to them. Over 2017, 655,500 arrived in 

Bangladesh, mainly concentrated in 100 days from the end of August. The act 

of repression by the military in Myanmar invited worldwide condemnation from 

other countries. African countries are simultaneously countries of origin for 

refugees and host other refugees. The Democratic Republic of Congo has the 

third-largest displacement situation in the world with 5.1 million Congolese 

forcibly displaced. The refugees of 2011 Libyan Civil War fled to neighboring 

counties and to Europe via Mediterranean (the ‘boat people’). The flow of 

Somali refugees to Kenya due to domestic violence and poverty is another 

issue in Africa. Civil War that broke out in South Sudan in 2013 has already 

displaced more than 4.4 million people. According to UNHCR, “some 4.8 

million Afghans remained forcibly displaced in 2017 and other large displaced 

populations at the end of 2017 included people from South Sudan (4.4 

million), Iraq (3.3 million), Somalia (3.2 million), Sudan (2.7 million), Yemen 

(2.1 million), Nigeria (2.0 million), and Ukraine (2.0 million).”10 

                                                
10 S, Gokul K. “A Brief History of Global Refugee Crisis: From Origins to Contemporary 

Scenario – Countercurrents.” Countercurrents, Countercurrents.org, 29 July 2018, 
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D. Political and Social Stance of the Key Terms 

a. Migration: Migration can be defined as a temporary or permanent 

mobilization of people from one place to another with different motivations 

However, due to various forms of migration and different state policies, the 

term can have nebulous meanings and definitions The subjects of migration 

who are referred as immigrants, are free to make choices about where and 

when to go However, it is possible to classify migration as voluntary and 

involuntary migration The motives of immigrants can either be shaped by 

voluntary decisions to further enhance their well-being or political 

persecutions, economic turmoils, and conflicts which force them to migrate 

involuntarily 11 

b. Refugee: A person who has been forced to flee his/her country because of 

persecution, war, or violence is called a refugee Wars, ethnic and religious 

conflicts are just some of the reasons of refugees for being compelled to 

leave the boundaries of their country Consequently, refugees can also be 

referred as displaced persons Apart from this definition, it is possible to talk 

about internally displaced persons and asylum seekers Internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) are refugees who are forced to flee their home but never 

cross an international border IDPs are not protected by any international law 

and face complications in receiving aid since they are under the protection of 

their government legally On the other hand, asylum seeking is the act of 

seeking sanctuary in another country to be recognized and receive legal 

protection.12 

                                                

countercurrents.org/2018/07/29/a-brief-history-of-global-refugee-crisis-from-origins-to-

contemporary-scenario/.  
11  “International Migration,” UNESCO, accessed December 28, 2018, 
http://wwwunescoorg/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/international-
migration/glossary/migrant/  
  
12  “Refugee Facts,” USA for UNHCR, accessed March 28, 2019, https://wwwunrefugeesorg/refugee-
facts/what-is-a-refugee/  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/international-migration/glossary/migrant/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/international-migration/glossary/migrant/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
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c. Migrant Worker: The International Convention on the Protection of the 

Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (ICRMW) defines 

migrant worker under Article 1 as “a person who is to be engaged, is engaged 

or has been engaged in a remunerated activity in a State of which he or she 

is not a national.” The ICRMW is the most comprehensive treaty on the rights 

of migrant workers and outlines migrants’ civil and political rights, as well as 

their economic, social, and cultural rights. Most of the provisions of the 

ICRMW are applicable to all migrant workers, both documented and 

undocumented, and their families, but some provisions specifically apply to 

irregular, or non-documented, migrants. The Committee on Migrant Workers 

(CMW) noted that while the ICRMW outlines the minimum rights afforded to 

migrant workers, States may expand the scope of these rights, including with 

respect to irregular migrants. Besides the ICRMW, several other international 

instruments also provide protections for all human beings at work, including 

migrant workers. The ILO Migration for Employment Convention (Revised), 

1949 (No. 97) protects migrant workers specifically, guaranteeing basic rights 

such as access to health care and the right to nondiscrimination.13 

d. Asylum-Seeker: An asylum-seeker is someone who request for sanctuary 

has yet to be processed. Every year, around one million people seek asylum. 

National asylum systems are in place to determine who qualifies for 

international protection. However, during mass movements, usually as a 

result of conflict or violence it is not always possible or necessary to conduct 

individual interviews with every asylum-seeker who crosses a border.14  

Asylum-seekers are individuals who have sought international protection and 

                                                
13 “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/.  
14 United Nations. “Asylum-Seekers.” UNHCR, www.unhcr.org/asylum-seekers.html.  

http://www.unhcr.org/asylum-seekers.html
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whose claims for refugee status have not yet been determined, irrespective of 

when they may have been lodged.15  

e. Illegal Migrant Workers: An irregular migrant worker, or a non-documented 

migrant worker, may be defined as a person who enters a country without 

authorization for the purpose of obtaining employment. In 1975, the UN 

General Assembly requested UN organs and agencies to use the terms non-

documented and irregular migrant workers instead of terms like “illegal 

migrant worker”. The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights 

of Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (ICRMW) also uses the 

terms non-documented or irregular migrant worker and defines them as a 

migrant who is not “authorized to enter, to stay and to engage in a 

remunerated activity in the State of employment . . .” Irregular migrant 

workers have the same rights as other migrant workers under the ICRMW, 

and, as with other migrant workers, States may not, on the basis of his 

irregular status, deprive an irregular migrant worker the rights afforded to him 

under the ICRMW.16 

f. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 

are people or groups of individuals who have been forced to leave their 

homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of, or in order 

to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalised violence, 

violations of human rights, or natural or man-made disasters, and who have 

not crossed an international border For the purposes of UNHCR's statistics, 

this population only includes conflict-generated IDPs to whom the Office 

                                                
15   “Refugee Facts,” USA for UNHCR, accessed March 28, 2019, https://wwwunrefugeesorg/refugee-
facts/what-is-a-refugee/  
16    “Refugee Facts,” USA for UNHCR, accessed March 28, 2019, 
https://wwwunrefugeesorg/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/  

https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
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extends protection and/or assistance Since 2007, the IDP population also 

includes people in an IDP-like situation17  

g. Stateless persons: Stateless persons are defined under international law as 

persons who are not considered as nationals by any State under the 

operation of its law In other words, they do not possess the nationality of any 

State UNHCR statistics refer to persons who fall under the agency’s 

statelessness mandate because they are stateless according to this 

international definition, but data from some countries may also include 

persons with undetermined nationality. The Convention prohibits the 

expulsion or forcible return of persons having refugee status Its article 33 

stipulates that "no Contracting State shall expel or return (refouler) a refugee 

in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his life or 

freedom would be threatened on account of his race, religion, nationality, 

membership of a particular social group or political opinion" Article 34 

concerns the naturalization and assimilation of refugees Other provisions deal 

with such rights as access to courts, education, social security, housing and 

freedom of movement. 18 

h. Smuggled Person: Article 3(a) of the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of 

Migrants by Land, Sea and Air defines smuggling as the “procurement, in 

order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, of 

the illegal entry of a person into a State Party of which the person is not a 

national or a permanent resident.” Unlike trafficking in persons, smuggling 

does not require exploitation or coercion and necessarily requires the 

crossing of a border. States that have ratified the Protocol have an obligation 

to provide protection and assistance to persons that have been smuggled, 

                                                
17   “Refugee Facts,” USA for UNHCR, accessed March 28, 2019, https://wwwunrefugeesorg/refugee-
facts/what-is-a-refugee/   
18    “Refugee Facts,” USA for UNHCR, accessed March 28, 2019, 
https://wwwunrefugeesorg/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/   

https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
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including by respecting a person’s right to life and the right not to be 

subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 

punishment. States must also inform persons of their right to notify and 

communicate with consular officials in accordance with the Vienna 

Convention on Consular Relations. When providing assistance, States must 

take into account whether migrants’ lives are endangered, as well as the 

special needs of women and children.19 

i. Trafficked Person: Article 3(a) of the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children defines 

trafficking in persons as: The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring 

or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of 

coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a 

position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to 

achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the 

purpose of exploitation. Exploitation is defined by the Protocol as including 

but not limited to the prostitution of others, forced labor, slavery or similar 

practices, or the removal of organs. States that have ratified the Protocol 

have obligations to provide assistance and protect victims of trafficking in 

persons. Under the Protocol, States must consider implementing measures to 

provide for medical and psychological assistance; employment, education, 

and training opportunities; housing; and counselling on legal rights. 

Additionally, States parties are obliged to endeavor to ensure trafficked 

victims’ physical safety and must ensure that victims have access to remedies 

                                                
19 “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/.  
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to compensate them for their injuries. States must also protect the privacy 

and identity of the victim if appropriate.20 

 

A man rides a bicycle through the Juret al-Shayah section of Homs in March 2019. 

©UNHCR/Christopher Reardon 

 

j. The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees: The Convention 

sets the minimum standards of treatment of refugees, including the basic 

rights to which they are entitled It also establishes the juridical status of 

refugees and contains provisions on their rights to gainful employment and 

welfare, on the issue of identity papers and travel documents, on the 

applicability of fiscal charges, and on their right to transfer their assets to 

                                                
20  “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/.  
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another country where they have been admitted for the purposes of 

resettlement.21 

k. 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees: Throughout the late 

1950s and 1960s new refugee groups emerged, in particular in Africa These 

refugees were in need of protection which could not be granted to them under 

the limited time-frame of the 1951 Convention. The 1967 Protocol extended 

the application of the Convention to the situation of "new refugees", ie 

persons who, while meeting the Convention definition, had become refugees 

as a result of events that took place after 1 January 195122 

l. Other international instruments:23 

i. The 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons: 

defines the term "stateless person" as a person who is not considered 

as a national by any State under the operation of its law It further 

prescribes the standards of treatment to be accorded to stateless 

persons 

ii. The 1967 United Nations Declaration on Territorial Asylum: this 

Declaration of the United Nations General Assembly lays down a 

series of fundamental principles in regard to territorial asylum It states 

that the granting of territorial asylum "is a peaceful and humanitarian 

act and that, as such, it cannot be regarded as unfriendly by any other 

State" It upholds the basic humanitarian principle of non-refoulement 

and recalls articles 13 and 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, which spell out, respectively, the right to leave any country and 

to return to one's country and the right to seek and enjoy asylum  

                                                
21  Fact Sheet No20, Human Rights and Refugees Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights Doi: https://wwwohchrorg/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20enpdf  
22   Fact Sheet No20, Human Rights and Refugees Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Doi: https://wwwohchrorg/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20enpdf  
23 Ibid  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20en.pdf
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iii. The 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness: : a State 

party to this Convention grant its nationality to a person born in its 

territory who would otherwise be stateless The State also agrees, 

subject to certain conditions, not to deprive a person of his nationality 

if such deprivation would render him stateless The Convention 

specifies that a person or groups of persons shall not be deprived of 

their nationality on racial, ethnic, religious or political grounds  

iv.  The Organization of African Unity, on 10 September 1969, adopted 

the OAU Convention governing the specific aspects of refugee 

problems in Africa The primary importance of this Convention is its 

expanded definition of the term refugee African States felt that "well-

founded fear of persecution" was not sufficiently wide a criterion to 

cover all the refugee situations in Africa  

v. European Agreement on the Abolition of Visas for Refugees 1959 

vi. Resolution 14 (1967) on Asylum to Persons in Danger of Persecution 

vii. European Agreement on Transfer of Responsibility for Refugees 

(1980) 

viii. Recommendation on the Harmonization of National Procedures 

Relating to Asylum 

ix. Recommendation on the Protection of Persons Satisfying the criteria 

in the Geneva Convention who are not Formally Refugees 1984 

x. Dublin Convention (1990), which lays down criteria for determining 

which member State is responsible for examining an asylum request 

when the applicant has filed an application for asylum with one or 

more member States of the Community 

m. 1990 Migrant Workers Convention: The United Nations Convention 

constitutes a comprehensive international treaty regarding the protection of 

migrant workers' rights. It emphasizes the connection between migration and 
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human rights, which is increasingly becoming a crucial policy topic worldwide. 

The Convention aims at protecting migrant workers and members of their 

families; its existence sets a moral standard, and serves as a guide and 

stimulus for the promotion of migrant rights in each country. The primary 

objective of the Convention is to foster respect for migrants' human rights. 

Migrants are not only workers, they are also human beings. The Convention 

does not create new rights for migrants but aims at guaranteeing equality of 

treatment, and the same working conditions, including in case of temporary 

work, for migrants and nationals. The Convention innovates because it relies 

on the fundamental notion that all migrants should have access to a minimum 

degree of protection. The Convention recognizes that regular migrants have 

the legitimacy to claim more rights than irregular immigrants, but it stresses 

that irregular migrants must see their fundamental human rights respected, 

like all human beings. In the meantime, the Convention proposes that actions 

be taken to eradicate clandestine movements, notably through the fight 

against misleading information inciting people to migrate irregularly, and 

through sanctions against traffickers and employers of undocumented 

migrants. Article 7 of this Convention protects the rights of migrant workers 

and their families regardless of "sex, race, colour, language, religion or 

conviction, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, 

nationality, age, economic position, property, marital status, birth, or other 

status".24 

n. The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration: The Global 

Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration sets out “a common 

understanding, shared responsibilities and unity of purpose regarding 

migration.” The pact is laid out in the form of 23 objectives, which it says aim 

                                                
24 Kinnear, Karen L. (2011). Women in Developing Countries: A Reference Handbook. ABC-CLIO. p. 184. 

ISBN 9781598844252  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781598844252
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to better manage migration at local, national, regional and global levels. The 

compact aims to Mitigate factors that stop people from building and 

maintaining livelihoods in their countries of origin, reduce the risks and 

vulnerabilities migrants face at different stages of migration, address 

concerns of states and communities and recognise that societies are 

undergoing demographic, economic, social and environmental changes, 

create conditions that enable all migrants to enrich societies through their 

human, economic and social capacities, and facilitate their contributions to 

development at the local, national, regional and global levels. Among the 

countries that have also pulled out of the agreement are Poland, Bulgaria, 

Italy, the Czech Republic and Austria, which currently holds the EU's rotating 

presidency. Non-EU countries Israel, the USA and Australia also rejected the 

pact. Denmark and the Netherlands have struggled to deliver full support for 

the agreement and it has sparked infighting in Germany, Italy and Estonia.25 

o. African Union Convention Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee 

Problems in Africa 

p. ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the 

Migrant Workers 

q. Cartagena Declaration on Refugees 

r. Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human 

Beings 

s. European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers 

t. International Labour Organization Migration for Employment 

Convention 

                                                
25 Beswick, Emma. “What Is the UN Migration Pact That's Causing Political Turmoil in the 

EU? Euronews Answers.” Euronews, 5 Dec. 2018, www.euronews.com/2018/12/05/what-is-

the-un-migration-pact-that-s-causing-political-turmoil-in-the-eu-euronews-answers.  

http://www.euronews.com/2018/12/05/what-is-the-un-migration-pact-that-s-causing-political-turmoil-in-the-eu-euronews-answers
http://www.euronews.com/2018/12/05/what-is-the-un-migration-pact-that-s-causing-political-turmoil-in-the-eu-euronews-answers
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E. Related Organizations  

a. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): UNHCR, was 

created by the UN General Assembly in 1950 and began work on 1 January 

1951 UNHCR’s initial task was to help millions of uprooted peoples – mainly 

in Europe – in the aftermath of World War II, and to seek permanent solutions 

for them UNHCR is now one of the world’s principal humanitarian agencies In 

the last six decades, the agency has provided assistance to well over 50 

million people, earning Nobel Peace Prizes in 1954 and 198127 UNHCR now 

has more than 16,765 personnel28 

                                                
26 “Migrant Rights.” Migration Data Portal, migrationdataportal.org/themes/migrant-rights.  
27Protecting Refugees & The Role of UNHCR (2014) United Nations Refugee Agency Doi: 
https://wwwunhcrorg/509a836e9pdf   
28 United Nations (nd) History of UNHCR Retrieved from https://wwwunhcrorg/history-of-

unhcrhtml  

https://www.unhcr.org/509a836e9.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/history-of-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/history-of-unhcr.html
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b. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (OHCHR): 

As the principal United Nations office mandated to promote and protect 

human rights for all, OHCHR leads global human rights efforts speaks out 

objectively in the face of human rights violations worldwide Since 

Governments have the primary responsibility to protect human rights, the 

High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) provides assistance to 

Governments, such as expertise and technical trainings in the areas of 

administration of justice, legislative reform, and electoral process, to help 

implement international human rights standards on the ground Over the 

years, OHCHR has also increased its presence in the field, reaching out to 

the people who need it the most29 

c. United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR): The United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established in 1950 with a core 

mandate to protect “refugees” This is a legal term referring to displaced 

people meeting certain criteria But in today’s complex world there are other 

similarly uprooted groups or people on the move, known variously as asylum-

seekers, internally displaced persons (IDPs), stateless persons or migrants30 

d. International Organization of Migration (IOM): Established in 1951, IOM is 

the leading inter-governmental organization in the field of migration and works 

closely with governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental 

partners. With 173 member states, a further 8 states holding observer status 

and offices in over 100 countries, IOM is dedicated to promoting humane and 

orderly migration for the benefit of all. It does so by providing services and 

advice to governments and migrants. IOM works to help ensure the orderly 

and humane management of migration, to promote international cooperation 

on migration issues, to assist in the search for practical solutions to migration 

                                                
29 “What We Do” OHCHR, wwwohchrorg/EN/AboutUs/Pages/WhatWeDoaspx  
30 “Protecting Refugees and the Role of UNHCR” UNHCR, https://wwwunhcrorg/509a836e9pdf  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/WhatWeDo.aspx
https://www.unhcr.org/509a836e9.pdf
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problems and to provide humanitarian assistance to migrants in need, 

including refugees and internally displaced people. The IOM Constitution 

recognizes the link between migration and economic, social and cultural 

development, as well as to the right of freedom of movement.31 

e. International Committee of Red Cross: In view of the global nature of 

migration, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) together with 

the International Red Cross and the Red Crescent Movement draw on their 

presence all along the migration routes to better understand and address the 

needs of vulnerable migrants and help bridge the existing protection and 

assistance gaps. The ICRC seeks to ensure that all migrants receive the 

protection that they are entitled to under international and domestic law, 

including the special protection afforded to certain categories of people such 

as refugees, asylum seekers, and stateless persons.32 

f. United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF): 

UNICEF programmes focus on the most disadvantaged children, including 

those living in fragile contexts, those with disabilities, those who are affected 

by rapid urbanization and those affected by environmental degradation.33 

g. Human Rights Watch: Human Rights Watch began in 1978 with the creation 

of Helsinki Watch, designed to support the citizens groups formed throughout 

the Soviet bloc to monitor government compliance with the 1975 Helsinki 

Accords. Human Rights Watch is increasingly applying its research 

methodology to economic, social, and cultural rights, particularly in the areas 

of education and housing. Human Rights Watch has also begun using 

                                                
31 “About IOM.” International Organization for Migration, 21 Mar. 2019, 

www.iom.int/about-iom.  
32 “The ICRC's Response to the Needs of Vulnerable Migrants.” International Committee of 

the Red Cross, 10 Dec. 2018, www.icrc.org/en/document/icrcs-response-needs-vulnerable-

migrants.  
33 “About UNICEF.” UNICEF, 1 Oct. 2018, 

www.unicef.org/about/who/index_introduction.html.  

http://www.iom.int/about-iom
http://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrcs-response-needs-vulnerable-migrants
http://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrcs-response-needs-vulnerable-migrants
http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_introduction.html
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statistical research, satellite photography, and bomb-data analysis, among 

other new methodologies. Combining its traditional on-the-ground fact-finding 

with new technologies and innovative advocacy keeps Human Rights Watch 

on the cutting edge of promoting respect for human rights worldwide.34 

h. Amnesty International:  Amnesty has championed the human rights of 

refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants for decades. According to the 

statements of Amnesty International “We campaign for governments to 

properly process the asylum claims of asylum-seekers so that they don’t 

leave them in limbo – sometimes even locked away in detention centres – for 

years. We also want to see migrants being protected from exploitation and 

abuse by their employers or by traffickers.”35 

i. International Refugee Assistance Project: According to the statements of 

IRAP “IRAP has created a “virtual public interest law firm”—a firm that is not 

impeded by geographic boundaries and uses technological solutions to 

deliver free high-quality representation to people living in, and fleeing from, 

war, persecution, and political upheaval around the world. We have trained an 

army of volunteers—1,200 students from 29 law schools in the United States 

and Canada and pro bono attorneys from over 120 international law firms and 

multinational corporations—to assist thousands of refugees and displaced 

people on urgent registration, protection, and resettlement cases.  Through 

impact litigation and systemic advocacy, IRAP is bringing legal challenges to 

refugee rights violations in the courts, creating solutions to overcoming the 

legal and bureaucratic impediments in the resettlement process, and 

developing an enforceable system of legal and procedural rights for refugees 

                                                
34 “History.” Human Rights Watch, 23 June 2016, www.hrw.org/history.  
35 “Key Facts about Refugees and Asylum Seekers' Rights.” Refugees, Asylum-Seekers and 

Migrants | Amnesty International, www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-

seekers-and-migrants/.  

http://www.hrw.org/history
http://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/
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and displaced persons worldwide. Working directly with our clients as they 

navigate the labyrinthine processes, IRAP is often able to identify obstacles of 

which other institutional players are unaware. Our unique model utilizes 

lessons learned in individual casework to advocate for systemic changes that 

benefit broader refugee populations.”36 

j. Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration and Development 

(KNOMAD): KNOMAD, the Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration and 

Development, is a brain trust for the global migration community. It is an 

open, inclusive, multidisciplinary knowledge partnership that draws on experts 

to create and synthesize knowledge for use by policy makers in sending, 

receiving and transit countries. KNOMAD aims to generate a menu of policy 

choices, based on analytical evidence, evaluation of policies, data collection, 

and quality control through peer-review. It provides technical assistance and 

undertakes pilot projects. KNOMAD works in close coordination with the 

Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) and the U.N. agencies 

working on migration. The World Bank has established a multi-donor trust 

fund to implement KNOMAD. The Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation (SDC) and the Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ) are the largest contributors to the trust fund. KNOMAD is 

led by Dilip Ratha. The secretariat is housed in the World Bank in Washington 

DC.  KNOMAD Advisory Committee provides strategic vision and direction for 

the KNOMAD and makes recommendations on the work program. It is 

chaired by a member of the World Bank Group’s senior management, and 

includes high level representatives of the donors to the trust fund, the ex 

officio current chair of the GFMD, the ex officio past chair and the ex officio 

                                                
36 “Our Model.” IRAP,  refugeerights.org/our-work/our-model/ 
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upcoming chair of the GFMD, the ex officio chair of the GMG, and a 

representative from civil society.37 

F. Rights of Migrants 

a. Right to Life: All migrants have a right to life, and States have an obligation 

to ensure that no migrant is arbitrarily deprived of this right. States should 

prosecute right to life violations, including extrajudicial killings that take place 

during a migrant’s journey from the country of origin to the country of 

destination and vice versa. States also have a duty to mitigate loss of life 

during land and sea border crossings. The international law of the sea in 

particular has developed provisions concerning the rescue and protection of 

individuals, including migrants, lost at sea. For example, Article 98 of the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) places an obligation on 

shipmasters to assist any person found at sea who is in danger of being lost 

and rescue persons in distress if informed of their need for assistance, so 

long as such actions do not seriously endanger the ship, crew, or 

passengers.38 

b. Equality and Non-Discrimination: International human rights law 

guarantees freedom from discrimination in the enjoyment of human rights for 

all people, including migrants. Article 2(2) of the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights states, “The States Parties to the 

present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the 

present Covenant will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as to 

race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 

origin, property, birth or other status.” All Members, even if they have not 

ratified the [ILO] Conventions in question, have an obligation arising from the 

                                                
37 “About Us | KNOMAD.” Home, www.knomad.org/about-us.  
38 “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/.  

http://www.knomad.org/about-us
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very fact of membership in the Organization to respect, to promote and to 

realize, in good faith and in accordance with the Constitution, the principles 

concerning the fundamental rights which are the subject of those 

Conventions, namely: (a) freedom of association and the effective recognition 

of the right to collective bargaining; (b) the elimination of all forms of forced or 

compulsory labor; (c) the effective abolition of child labor; and (d) the 

elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation.39 

c. Protection Against Arbitrary and Arrest and Detention: Individuals, 

including migrants, should not be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention 

under international human rights law. Under Article 9 of the ICCPR, a State 

must not arbitrarily arrest and detain an individual, and the State must show 

that other less intrusive measures besides detention have been considered 

and found to be insufficient to prove detention is not arbitrary. The prolonged 

detention of a migrant is not justified simply by the need to wait for an entry 

permit or until the end of removal proceedings when reporting obligations or 

other requirements would be less intrusive measures to ensure that the 

migrant’s situation complies with domestic law. Article 16(4) of the ICRMW 

specially protects migrant workers and their families from individual or 

collective arbitrary arrest or detention. The Committee on Migrant Workers 

notes that in order for arrest or detention to not be arbitrary, it must be 

“prescribed by law,” “pursue a legitimate aim under the ICRMW,” be 

“necessary in the specific circumstances,” and “proportionate to the legitimate 

aim.”40 

                                                
39 “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/. 
40  “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/. 
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d. Protection Against Torture or Inhumane Treatment: The prohibition of 

torture is a jus cogens or peremptory norm of international law, which means 

that States have an obligation to enforce the prohibition of torture even if that 

State has not ratified a relevant treaty. The ICRMW generally guarantees 

migrant workers the right to be free from torture and cruel, inhuman, or 

degrading treatment under Article 10 and specifically guarantees detained 

migrant workers the right to humane treatment during detention under Article 

17(1). To guarantee the latter provision, States parties are obligated to ensure 

that they provide adequate conditions in accordance with international human 

rights standards, including by providing adequate food and drinking water; 

allowing communication with family and friends; providing access to qualified 

medical personnel; and protecting them from inhumane treatment, including 

sexual abuse.41 

e. Non-Refoulement: Non-refoulement, a basic principle of refugee law, refers 

to the obligation of States not to refoule, or return, a refugee to “the frontiers 

of territories where his life or freedom would be threatened on account of his 

race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political 

opinion.” Non-refoulement, a basic principle of refugee law, refers to the 

obligation of States not to refoule, or return, a refugee to “the frontiers of 

territories where his life or freedom would be threatened on account of his 

race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political 

opinion.” The right of non-refoulement is also applicable to individuals who do 

not have refugee status and may be interpreted more broadly than under the 

1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. Non-refoulement 

includes the obligation to not return a migrant to a State where he or she 

                                                
41   “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/. 
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would face a real risk of persecution or other serious human rights violations, 

including torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; 

lack necessary medical treatment; or be threatened with the risk of onward 

refoulement. States’ obligations with respect to non-refoulement also apply 

extraterritorially whenever they operate and hold individuals abroad, including 

in the context of armed conflict or offshore detention or refugee processing 

facilities. Unlike under the 1951 Refugee Convention, which bases the 

principal of non-refoulement on the individual’s refugee status, non-

refoulement in the context of the Convention against Torture applies 

regardless of refugee status.42 

f. Prohibition against Collective Expulsion: The prohibition of collective 

expulsion of aliens is part of customary international law, and, therefore, 

every State, regardless of the international treaties it has ratified, is still bound 

by the obligation to uphold the prohibition. While the ICCPR does not contain 

a provision that explicitly prohibits the collective expulsion of aliens, the 

Human Rights Committee has found that the prohibition can be read into the 

provisions of the ICCPR and found that collective expulsion may amount to a 

crime against humanity. The prohibition on collective expulsion also pertains 

to migrants intercepted at sea. The Committee on Migrant Workers notes that 

this obligation pertains to all areas over which a State exercises effective 

control, possibly including vessels on the high seas.43 

g. Family Rights: International human rights norms require States to consider 

migrants’ family life and their family members in decisions regarding their 

admission, detention, or expulsion. For example, the ICRMW obligates States 

                                                
42    “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/. 
43     “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/. 
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parties to “pay attention to the problems that may be posed for members of 

his or her family, in particular for spouses and minor children” when a migrant 

worker is detained and to “take appropriate measures to ensure the protection 

of the unity of the families of migrant workers.”44 

h. Protection Against Labour Exploitation: Migrants are protected against 

labor exploitation under ILO conventions, the ICRMW, and other major 

human rights treaties. The Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination (CERD) noted that although States may enact laws requiring 

individuals to have a work permit, “all individuals are entitled to the enjoyment 

of labor and employment rights, including the freedom of assembly and 

association, once an employment relationship has been initiated until it is 

terminated.”45 

i. Right to Social Security: Article 27 of the ICRMW outlines the right to social 

security and notes that all migrant workers and their families, regardless of 

their status, have the right to receive the same treatment as nationals “insofar 

as they fulfill the requirements provided for by the applicable legislation of that 

State and the applicable bilateral and multilateral treaties.” If migrants are not 

eligible for a particular benefit, States have an obligation to determine 

whether it is possible to reimburse individuals who have made contributions 

with respect to that benefit. Other universal and regional human rights bodies 

have found that migrant workers have a right to social security. The 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) stated that 

“where non-nationals, including migrant workers, have contributed to a social 

                                                
44      “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 
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security scheme, they should be able to benefit from that contribution or 

retrieve their contributions if they leave the country.”46 

j. Right to Highest Attainable Standard of Physical and Mental Health: The 

ICRMW under Article 28 only requires States to provide migrant workers and 

their families with medical care that is urgently needed to save their lives on 

the same basis as nationals, but a State’s obligation to ensure the right to 

health is much broader under international human rights law. Article 12 of the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights establishes 

the right to attain the highest standard of health for all persons, and the 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights concluded, “persons, 

irrespective of their nationality, residency or immigration status, are entitled to 

[both] primary and emergency medical care.” Article 12 of the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights establishes the right to 

attain the highest standard of health for all persons, and the Committee on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights concluded, “persons, irrespective of 

their nationality, residency or immigration status, are entitled to [both] primary 

and emergency medical care.” Migrant children have special protections 

regarding the right to health under international human rights law. The 

Committee on the Rights of the Child has stated that “when implementing the 

right to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health and facilities for the 

treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health under article 24 of the 

Convention, States are obligated to ensure that unaccompanied and 

separated children have the same access to health care as children who are . 

. . nationals.”47 
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k. Right to Enjoy Culture in Community with Others: The Human Rights 

Committee has stated that this right applies to all individuals within a territory, 

including those who do not have permanent residency status or are 

temporarily in the State. Furthermore, the determination that an ethnic, 

religious, or linguistic minority exists is not one that the State makes but 

depends on objective factors. See id. The State has a positive obligation to 

protect the right and the identity of the minority group through policy initiatives 

and to prevent the infringement of the right by third parties.48 

G. Key Human Rights at Risk49 

a. The right to freedom of movement: Aside from the right itself, freedom of 

movement into and out of the camp will be essential to have access to 

cultivated fields, water sources, paid employment, etc  

b. Rights related to restrictions on freedom of movement: Where freedom of 

movement is restricted, for example by local police or soldiers, then the camp 

may actually be a place of internment and its inhabitants may require legal 

protection related to detention and/or arbitrary detention, conditions of 

detention and the treatment of detainees In conditions of armed conflict 

elements of international humanitarian law relative to the protection of non-

combatants will also be particularly relevant 

c. Right to a name and nationality: Refugees and IDPs are often obliged to 

flee without any identity papers proving their name and nationality These 

documents can be very important in the process of recognition of refugee 

status, or in the delivery of aid They may become even more important once 

a process of return begins and the displaced person may need proof of 

identity for the journey home 

                                                
48          “Immigration & Migrants' Rights.” International Justice Resource Center, 

ijrcenter.org/thematic-research-guides/immigration-migrants-rights/.  
49 “Publications” OHCHR, wwwohchrorg/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/Publicationsaspx   

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/Publications.aspx
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d. Economic, social and cultural rights:  related to the cultural and social 

integrity of minority groups, and related to economic progress of individuals 

are essential in a situation of displacement 

e. Access to education: a right which is essential to all children in situations of 

displacement Where a child is unable to attend primary school education over 

a 5-year period of displacement, for example, it may never again be possible 

for the child to recover those lost years The 5 years of displacement will thus 

have a permanent and potentially limiting effect on the child’s entire adult life. 

f. Violations of the Rights to Life, Liberty and Security: In some places 

refugees are regularly subjected to attacks and abuse. Many have died in 

military or armed attacks on refugee camps and settlements. Young males 

and minors are frequently recruited into armed or guerrilla bands and forced 

to fight in civil wars. Attacks on refugee camps have been condemned by the 

United Nations General Assembly in numerous resolutions. The Commission 

on Human Rights has also been concerned with specific cases, such as 

attacks on Palestinian refugees in Lebanese camps and attacks on the Thai-

Cambodian border. Refugee women and children are a particularly vulnerable 

group. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) makes a specific 

provision for giving "appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance" (art. 

22) to the refugee child. Women make up a large proportion of the world's 

refugee population. They are very frequently subjected to physical and sexual 

abuse in countries of refuge.50 

H. Refugee/IDP Camps:51 Refugee/IDP camps differ greatly from one to the next, for 

example: 

                                                
50 “  Fact Sheet No20, Human Rights and Refugees Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Doi: https://wwwohchrorg/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20enpdf  
51  “Publications” OHCHR, wwwohchrorg/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/Publicationsaspx   

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet20en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/Publications.aspx
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a. Size — some, with populations of several hundred thousand, may be similar 

to large cities, while others resemble small villages 

b. Age — some are newly opened and others have been established for a 

number of years 

c. Some camps reflect a current emergency; others indicate that the emergency 

has passed and there has been a consolidation of the situation facing 

refugees/IDPs  

d. Some camps allow refugees and displaced persons to enter or leave without 

formality Other camps are closed 

e. Some camps reflect the beginning of a solution through repatriation, local 

settlement or resettlement IDPs or refugees, for example, may be transferred 

from their original camp of refuge to a smaller “returnee” camp closer to their 

home region, as part of a gradual process of return 

I. Human Trafficking: Article 3, paragraph (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 

and Punish Trafficking in Persons defines Trafficking in Persons as the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or 

use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of 

payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another 

person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the 

exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced 

labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of 

organs52.Since 2000, the international development community has been organized 

around fulfilling the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) -- or getting as close 

as possible. People without legal identities are more vulnerable to victimization in 

                                                
52 L. (n.d.). United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. Retrieved April 15, 2018, from 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html  

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html
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general and to being trafficked specifically. Meanwhile, the tourism and transportation 

industries have been important partners in combating trafficking.53 

J. Addressing the Human Rights Situation of the Refugees and IDPs:  

a. Monitoring: The following aspects deserve particular attention for monitoring 

purposes; 

i. Freedom of movement in and out of, and within a camp 

ii. Respect of right to security of person within the camp — are all camp 

residents entirely safe from abuse of their rights by local authorities or 

by groups from among the refugees and IDPs Particular attention 

should be paid to vulnerable groups Women living in camps are often 

vulnerable to rape and other sexual abuse 

iii. Access to adequate education and health facilities, either within the 

camp or in the local area Particular attention should be paid to 

problems of discrimination against the camp population  

iv. Living conditions within the camp: sanitation, clothing, shelter, access 

to clean water, food storage possibilities, etc 

K. Minimum Standards of Treatment for Refugees54: The Executive Committee of 

the UNHCR has concluded that, after admission, asylum-seekers should be treated 

in accordance with certain minimum standards55 

a. Asylum-seekers should not be penalized or exposed to any unfavourable 

treatment solely on the ground that their presence in the country is 

considered unlawful and they should not be subjected to restrictions on their 

                                                
53 Mendelson, S. E. (2014, September 23). Born Free. Retrieved April 15, 2018, from 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2014-09-22/born-free  
54 Executive Committee of High Commissioner’s Programme, Conclusion No 40 (XXXVI, 1985) 
“Voluntary Repatriation”, Conclusions on the International Protection of Refugees adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the UNHCR Programme, UN Doc HCR/IP/2/Eng/REV1994, at 86 (1995) 
55 Executive Committee of High Commissioner’s Programme, Conclusion No 22 (XXXII, 1981) 

“Protection of Asylum Seekers in Situations of Large-Scale Influx”, Conclusions on the International 
Protection of Refugees adopted by the Executive Committee of the UNHCR Programme, UN Doc 
HCR/IP/2/Eng/REV1994, at 48 (1995)   

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2014-09-22/born-free
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movements other than those which are necessary in the interests of public 

health and order;  

b. they should enjoy the fundamental civil rights internationally recognized, in 

particular those set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

c. they should be treated as persons whose tragic plight requires special 

understanding and sympathy; they should receive all necessary assistance 

and they should not be subject to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment;  

d. there should be no discrimination on the grounds of race, religion, political 

opinion, nationality or country of origin; 

e. they are persons before the law enjoying free access to courts of law and 

other competent administrative authorities; 

f. the location of asylum-seekers should be determined by their safety and well-

being as well as by the security needs of the receiving State Asylum-seekers 

should, as far as possible, be located at a reasonable distance from the 

frontier of their country of origin They should not become involved in 

subversive activities against their country of origin or any other State;  

g. they should be provided with food, shelter and basic sanitary and health 

facilities; 

h. family unity should be respected; 

i. all possible assistance should be given for the tracing of relatives; 

j. adequate provision should be made for the protection of minors and 

unaccompanied children; 

k. the sending and receiving of mail should be allowed; 

l. material assistance from friends or relatives should be permitted; 

m. appropriate arrangements should be made, where possible, for the 

registration of births, deaths and marriages; 

n. they should be granted all the necessary facilities to enable them to obtain a 

satisfactory durable solution; 
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o. they should be permitted to transfer assets which they had brought into the 

territory to the country where the durable solution is obtained;  

p. all steps should be taken to facilitate voluntary repatriation 

L. Refugee Crisis:  

a. Central African Republic: In 2013, hundreds of thousands of men, women 

and children fled their homes in the Central African Republic (CAR) in 

desperation, many seeking refuge in neighboring Cameroon, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo and Chad. They arrived in dire condition, having 

walked for days with little water or food. Many refugees showed signs of 

brutal attacks and extreme malnutrition. More than 1 million Central Africans 

have been forced to flee their homes - the highest level of displacement since 

violence broke out. Another 688,000 have been forced from their homes but 

remain internally displaced inside the country.56  

b. Central America: Gang warfare and violence have transformed parts of 

Central America into some of the most dangerous places on earth. In recent 

years, El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala (known as the Northern 

Triangle) have experienced a dramatic escalation in organized crime by 

gangs, called maras. Thousands of parents have fled with their families and, 

in many cases, children have made the perilous journey alone. These 

unaccompanied children are some of the world’s most vulnerable refugees – 

they have witnessed horrific violence and faced extreme risk. Current 

homicide rates are among the highest ever recorded in Central America. 

Several cities, including San Salvador, Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula, are 

among the 10 most dangerous in the world. From 2011 to 2016, the number 

of people from the Northern Triangle who have sought refuge in surrounding 

                                                
56 “Refugee Crisis: Central African Republic | USA for UNHCR.” Refugee Crisis: Central 

African Republic | USA for UNHCR, www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/car/.  

http://www.unrefugees.org/2015/04/a-long-and-perilous-route-to-safety/
http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/car/
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countries has increased by 2,249 percent. The majority fleeing are women 

and children. In 2016, 388,000 people fled the region – more continued to flee 

in 2017. The rapid growth of those forced from their homes is quickly 

outstripping available resources, leaving many vulnerable children, women 

and men without physical and legal protection.57 

c. Europe: By the end of 2016, nearly 5.2 million refugees and migrants 

reached European shores, undertaking treacherous journeys from Syria, Iraq, 

Afghanistan and other countries torn apart by war and persecution. 

Thousands have lost their lives or have gone missing since 2015, and an 

increasing number of women and unaccompanied children continue to take 

perilous journeys in search of safety. In 2017, more than 170,000 people 

risked their lives trying to reach Europe by sea; more than 3,000 of them 

drowned. In 2015, half of all refugees crossing the Mediterranean came from 

Syria, by 2017, that number reduced to only 10 percent.  In the first quarter of 

2017, more than 5,300 children arrived in Greece, Italy, Bulgaria and Spain. 

69 percent (or 3,800) of these children were unaccompanied minors.58 

d. Iraq: The ongoing conflict in Iraq has resulted in more than 3 million people 

fleeing for their lives – creating an emergency call for even more resources in 

the area. An estimated 11 million Iraqis are currently in need of humanitarian 

assistance. More than 2.6 million Iraqis have been forced from their homes 

but remain inside of the country. 220,000 are refugees in other countries. 

There are also 300,000 refugees in Iraq from neighboring countries – the vast 

majority escaping violence and persecution in Syria. 1.5 million displaced 

Iraqis and Syrian refugees have moved into the Kurdistan region of Iraq 

                                                
57 “Why People Are Fleeing Honduras & Guatemala - Central American Refugee Crisis.” 

Why People Are Fleeing Honduras & Guatemala - Central American Refugee Crisis, 

www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/central-america/.  
58 “Refugee Crisis in Europe.” Aid, Statistics, and Relief Efforts | USA for UNHCR, 

www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/refugee-crisis-in-europe/  

http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/central-america/
http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/refugee-crisis-in-europe/
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where 25 percent of the population is displaced. Due to overcrowding in 

camps and temporary settlements, more than 700,000 displaced in Iraq are 

living in informal settlements.59 

e. South Sudan: The total number of South Sudanese refugees has now 

passed 2 million, it is the largest refugee crisis in Africa, and the third largest 

in the world, after Syria and Afghanistan. Sadly, 65 percent of South 

Sudanese refugees are under the age of 18. A majority of South Sudanese 

refugees are finding refuge in neighboring Uganda. Currently, Uganda is 

hosting more than 1 million refugees - 82 percent are women and children. 

The majority of those fleeing South Sudan are women and children. They are 

survivors of violent attacks, sexual assault and in many cases, children are 

traveling alone. Often, they arrive weak and malnourished. When the rainy 

season comes, their needs are compounded by flooding, food shortages and 

disease. 60 

f. Syria: Syrians continued to be the largest forcibly displaced population in the 

world, with 12 million people at the end of 2016. That’s more than half of the 

Syrian population. More than 5 million people have fled Syria seeking safety 

in Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan and beyond. In Lebanon, where more than 1 

million Syrian refugees reside, there are no formal refugee camps and 

approximately 70 percent of Syrian refugees live below the poverty line. In 

Jordan, over 660,000 Syrian refugees are trapped in exile. Approximately 

80% of them live outside camps, while more than 140,000 have found 

sanctuary at the Za’atari and Azraq refugee camps. 93% of refugees in 

                                                
59 “Iraqi Refugee Crisis: Support Iraq Emergency Relief | USA for UNHCR.” Iraqi Refugee 

Crisis: Support Iraq Emergency Relief | USA for UNHCR, 

www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/iraq/.  
60 “South Sudan Refugee Crisis.” Aid, Statistics and News | USA for UNHCR, 

www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/south-sudan/.  

http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/iraq/
http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/south-sudan/
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Jordan live below the poverty line.61 Syrians who remain in the country have a 

difficult time meeting basic needs, with humanitarian aid deliveries being 

challenged by armed conflicts and difficult terrain. UNHCR High 

Commissioner Filippo Grandi calls Syria "the biggest humanitarian and 

refugee crisis of our time, a continuing cause for suffering."62 

g. Rohingya: The Rohingya are a stateless, mostly Muslim minority who have 

traditionally lived in Myanmar. The United Nations has described the 

Rohingya “as the most persecuted minority in the world.” Eighty percent of 

Rohingya refugees reaching Bangladesh are women and children, including 

newborns.63 As of April 2018, an estimated 671,000 Rohingya children, 

women and men have fled to Bangladesh escaping violence in Myanmar 

since August 25, 2017.64 

h. Ukraine: More than three years of conflict has left more than 2 million 

Ukrainians displaced from their homes. One million Ukrainians have sought 

asylum in neighboring countries. Many fled with barely anything  in search of 

safety. The conflict has impacted some of the most vulnerable populations in 

Ukraine – including single parents, the elderly and people with disabilities or 

chronic illnesses. Despite a ceasefire in place since 2014, Ukrainian civilians 

continue to pay a very high price. Those living in towns closest to the front 

lines of the conflict still live with shelling and gunfire almost every day and 

night. Still others in small towns and villages face dire conditions – living in 

war-damaged buildings that lack heat and electricity.  

 

                                                
61 “Refugee Statistics.” USA for UNHCR, www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/.  
62 “Syrian Refugee Crisis: Aid, Statistics and News | USA for UNHCR.” Syrian Refugee 

Crisis: Aid, Statistics and News | USA for UNHCR, www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/syria/.  
63 “Rohingya Refugee Crisis.” Supporting the Stateless Minority Fleeing Myanmar | USA for 

UNHCR, www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/rohingya/.  
64  “Refugee Statistics.” USA for UNHCR, www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/.  

http://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/syria/
http://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/rohingya/
http://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
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M. Issue of Integration: The issue of integration of immigrants and refugees fleeing 

from war zones is inextricably linked to the concept of social cohesion. As is it 

ambiguous that whether voluntary repatriation will be seen or not; local integration ─ 

a dynamic sovereign choice to be exercised by States65 ─ and a co-decision on the 

international level is essential. Considering that the Syrian refugees who fled their 

country in their pursuit of a safe home faced the risks of death in the Mediterranean 

and were the victims of xenophobic groups, long-term solutions about the social and 

cultural integrity should be understood. Even today, there are still contradictory points 

about welcoming immigrants and refugees. This requires an effort both by the 

subjects and the host countries. “In the absence of a clear mapping of actors 

operating with refugees, they find it hard to seek a platform to obtain information 

about their basic needs.”66 Thus, issues such as employment, safety, acceptance 

and availability of basic needs should be elaborated. The social integration of 

immigrants and refugees will be related to the issues of their access to facilities in the 

socio-economic arena and their ability to come together with their own cultural, 

ethnic, and religious groups67. However, the sending countries may also be accused 

of putting a burden on the receiving countries.68 In that case, the issue of integration 

needs to be addressed through the perspectives of both the subjects and the host 

countries. 

N. Demographics and Statistics:  

                                                
65 A/73/12 (Part II). 

66 Eli Hadzhieva, “Integration of Refugees in Europe Needs Scrutiny,” euobserver, May 18,2018, 
https://euobserver.com/opinion/141861. 

67 Rinus Penninx, “Integration of Migrants: Economic, Social, Cultural, and Political Dimensions,” 
Research Gate 

68 Idean Salehyan, Kristian Skrede Gleditsch, “Refugee Flows and the Spread of Civil War,” 

(Department of Political Science University of California, Centre for the Study of Civil War 
International Peace Research), 6-7.  
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● 44,400 is the number of people forced to flee their home every day because 

of violence and persecution.69 

● 2.6 million refugees live in camps. Millions more live in urban areas and 

informal dwellings.70 

● Since a low of 8.7 million in 2005, the population of refugees under UNHCR’s 

mandate has more than doubled to 19.9 million in 2017, while the world’s 

population has only increased by 15% in the same time period. Thus, the 

share of refugees in the world’s population increased from under 2 per 1,000 

to 3.4 per 1,000 over this time. 

● 

71 

                                                
69 “What Is a Refugee Camp? Definition and Statistics | USA for UNHCR.” Definition and 

Statistics | USA for UNHCR, www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/camps/.  
70 Ibid.  
71 “Refugees Statistics - Are Refugee Numbers the Highest Ever?” UNHCR Blog, 21 Aug. 

2018, www.unhcr.org/blogs/statistics-refugee-numbers-highest-ever/. 

http://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/camps/
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● 72 

● 73 
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O. Questions to be Answered 

a. What is the relationship between repatriation and human rights? Can 

repatriation be truly voluntary when the country of origin is unable, or 

unwilling, to guarantee respect for the civil, political, economic, social and 

cultural rights of its citizens?  

b.  What are the rights of those asylum seekers who fail to qualify as refugees 

under the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol? 

c.  In what ways can the rights of refugees be violated in the process of asylum-

seeking in host countries? How can Member States respond this question 

and come up with a long-term solution? 

d. How can the imbalance between refugee and/or IDP Camps be fixed and 

stabilized? 

e. Is it possible to widen the Minimum Standards of Treatment for Refugees? 

Which clauses should be limited?  

f. How can countries of origin take precautions to make sure that the refugees 

are securely arrived to the host country?  

g. How can Member States ensure that the refugees, IDPs and migrants are 

integrated into the host countries’ cultures at least enough to enjoy culture in 

community with others? 

h. How can physical and mental health support be provided for refugees, IDPs, 

migrants to reach highest attainable standards? 

i. How can Member States ensure the rights of the refugees, IDPs and migrants 

to have social security in their host country? 

                                                
72 “Global Facts and Figures about Refugees.” Amnesty International, 

www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/global-refugee-

crisis-statistics-and-facts/.  
73 “Global Facts and Figures about Refugees.” Amnesty International, 

www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/global-refugee-
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j. What can be done to the illegal migrant workers to make sure that their rights 

are not violated and they do not work in inhuman work environments?  

k. How can the Member States make sure that the family rights of the refugees 

are not violated?  

l. How can the Member States make sure that the community is ready and 

conscious about the refugee rights?  

m. What can the Member States do in order to restrict torture and inhuman 

treatment against refugees, migrants and IDPs? 

n. How can the right of education is ensured especially to child refugees, 

migrants and IDPs by the Member States? 

o. What can the Member States do in order to strengthen the mechanisms for 

data collection? 

p. What can the Member States do in order to provide social integration of the 

refugees into society and what can be done in order to provide resilience 

services? 

 

P. Further Reading 

● https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/MigrationHR_improvingHR

_Report.pdf  

● http://www.worldlii.org/int/other/UNGARsn/1975/87.pdf  

● https://www.jstor.org/stable/2546708?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents (You 

can read it free)  

● https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migrant-rights  

● https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/Indicators/WP5_en.pdf  

● https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-14-1_en.pdf  

● https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/historical-migrant-

crisis/?noredirect=on  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/MigrationHR_improvingHR_Report.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/MigrationHR_improvingHR_Report.pdf
http://www.worldlii.org/int/other/UNGARsn/1975/87.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2546708?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migrant-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/Indicators/WP5_en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-14-1_en.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/historical-migrant-crisis/?noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/historical-migrant-crisis/?noredirect=on

